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Arts 


Ayibiowu reflects on life through paintings 


FLORA ONWUDIWE 


[he three day solo exhibition titled 

H+wisdom” at City Mall, Onikan, 

‘Lagos was a huge success be- 

cause as each day recorded a 
‘hanélful full of art fans who patronized 
the exhibition throughout the day it 
Jasted. ‘This encouraged the young artist, 
David Ayiblowu to continue to work 
ardor in order to get 10 the mid rib of his 
career. 

AS avoung artist who identified his tal- 
‘ent as early as his secondary schoo! days 
‘but did not know how to tap it, he con- 
Sclously or unconsciously was guided by 
God to understand his talent, 

What motivated this young man to 
tagged his first outing “vision” fs because 
ho believes a bright future awaits him. 
‘The event held at Aina Onabol complex 
at the National Theatre, Igannau showed 
the artistes creative ability, as he em: 
‘ployed oll and canvas and mixed media to 
iret his desired subjects, 

‘But what gave him the desire to two 
‘solo exhibitions was the inspiration he 
igot from series of group exhibition: he 
hhad participated before. 

‘Artistlike him in his mid twenties 
‘would always walt or'a Tong period of 
time to come before they ean integrate 
fally in theart community: or o grovel 
with hismates at the group exhibitions 
evel, 

‘His second exhibition which was at the 
Gity Mall also showcased his great art 
works. 

The creativity and curiosity ia hin ts 
quite evident becanise of the way he arap- 
pled dissected a lot of subjects. The view. 


Beauty of orange 


€rs sce more of miniature paintings anda 
few lange frame works, He also showed the 
‘spirit of desperation in him, as he did not 
give himself enough test of lime and 
Space to create new ideas os to improve 
upon the previons exhihition held. The 
‘space between the first andl second solo, 
exhibitions was less than one year 

‘The paintings were almost looking 
blurred not giving the artworks deep 
colour of his preferred pet meditims of oll 
canvas and mixed media, Also, he ox 
plates his creativity en the following 
mediums pastel on paper and water col. 
ors on paper 

‘Byen at that, the artist is highly philo- 
sophilcal when ¥e look at some of these 
paintings critically. such as “Tlaje” and 
Undorbridgo” which will give you the im. 
pression that all fs not well for ans average 
Nigerian man, 

‘Any sane man who chooses such abode 
to rest is assumed that he is shielding 
away from heavy electricity bills house 
rentand other amenities that would re- 
{quire him to pay through his nose. This 
however, shows that the society has 
shaped their life o be so, rather than tak- 
‘ing the bull by the horn, these people have 
Tesorted in accepting their fate. But itis 
not pecullar what he imagines about the 
society 

“Ayibiowu discovered that these are 
some of the challengos of what man 
passes through in life which reflected in 
his artworks and he is making frantic 


fort in life to be at the top of the Indder We 
See hit not completely detach from the 
presence of God, whom he believed would 
reward him for his struigelos in Ifo. 

The consciousness of man ina transt- 


Sist Eko (Laos stl) 


tory world in which he Lives, as 
hhe titled the work “World isn 
‘Market Place” is where people. 
buy and sell after which they go 
tocternity torest only to wake 
tho next day’ or to rest iis 
lors. 

But in a world that is full of 
mystery. man needs wisdom to 
live im accord with one another: 
‘And this is what King Solomon 
‘asks Gout. But God did not only, 
fgrant the request, He cinbar 
rasces him with riches, hence, 
Ayiblown chooses to title the ox 
hibition “Wisdom”, 

Also, in "The lord shall fight 
for you" reveals the wickedness 
‘of man in the universe whiere In 
Justice prevails. At this point, Ay- 
Tbiown te admoniching that no 
matter the tribulation in life we 
shold remain focus because 
Jour presenee on earth comes 
frum abow i 

He tikes further step tocap- 
ture the beautiful ereature of 
woman especially inthe eity we 
see all shades of women dressed 
sophisticated as he tiled them, “The 
‘women in rogue” and “Sisi ko”. 

“The beautiful head gear of purple 
colour and the yellow background they 
are woaring the same dress, accessories, 
bas and shoes to match Suggest that 
they are having good time at the parts. 
Also, the city girs in their seductive and 
‘provocative dross with all their bdttock 
Conspicuously revealing th thelr evening 
tress suggests night cravJers. 

Ina society in which Avibiow finds 
himself needs “wisdom to overcome the 

temptation of the daughters of exe and 
difficult times as well, ence, he must re- 
‘man submissive to God. 

And this was the principle Solomon 
‘aitopted that helps him to control his em: 
‘pire. David Avibiowu is very smart to 
have chosen Solomon's style at his time, 

For David to have accepted the attrib- 
‘utes of King Solomon and ineialeated as 
‘theme of his exhibition shows that he 
‘must have been raised in a family that 
are devoted to God. 

No doubt that what attracted him tome 
‘was his humility and smiles that radiate 


World 1s 


a 


Aylblown 


deep down his heart. 
David. Ayibiown is an accomplished 
missionary soldier of Christ when we re- 


‘ect his participation in the church active 
{Hos aa a saxophonist, but when the “wind 
fof chango" takos placo, there was no way, 


he could combine rehearsals in the 
church and painting so late in the 
therefore, he dicides to give vp 
other 

‘Tho places he worked at an apprentice 
before obtaininis OND at the Yaba art 
school, Yaba college of Technology in- 
‘lude; Fredograph Techniques Linnited 


ight, 
th 


al studios of Art (USA). The 
jexander Ayode)i Shynigle has a 
greater influence in hic life and chairman 


Of the Society of the Nigorian 
‘Artist(SNA) Lagos chapter. Mr: Olu Alay 
‘Ayibiowu isa member of different Artas: 
sociations. 

‘David Ayibiowu is currently a three 
‘hundred Fevel student at the Creative Art 
Department, University of Lagos. "yhich 
really articulate his cholee of earcer 
hence, both institutions have laid good 
structures for the upcoming artists. 


28 Art Review 


Dally Times Wigaria, 
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Enter Olusola Ayibiowu’s 
colour of Wisdom 


‘agozine Agezing 


SINCE the beginning of this 
BF world, the argument over 

trisdom and knowledge has 
‘been one of the most enduring. 

While ome schoolsof thought 
tbold that knowiedge isthe most 
‘essential thing others argue that 
is wisdom, 

‘Though Avibiowu Olusola Da- 
‘vid may not have ang inelination 
to such philosophies the title of 
his recent soho exhibition, Wis- 
dor, held at the Clty Mall, Oni 
Ikan Tiagos somehow marks him 
ot. 

‘Aviblown wants viewers to 
see wisdom as God's sift. With 
‘bold massively slashed-hrough 
Images, the young studio artist 
served his own notion of wie 
fiom. With his imagery it be 
‘comes clear that wisdom is the 
labyrinth of colour dialogues 

For instanen, interpreting wis: 
dom. he explained It as fellows. 
|W for wise: Wee need t0 be wise 
by asleing God for wisdom and 
sbiliy to apply the wisdom in a 
correct or manner I for insight: 
‘The \eottd insight helps some 
‘ne 20 see onto the next level. $ 
for seleontrol: O for optimists: 
1 shows positive thinking. M 
for meditation; However, after 
fooking at Ayibioww colourful 
paintings there is no doubt that 
he isa good painter His evidence 
‘of Fath seems writen in all his 
works. He Is at artist who also 
wants fo preserve his Christian 
fal, This why the theme of the 
exhinitjon {8 fundamental, for 
while ualike many artists be 
‘wwe to put itout that trae mis 
tom. eam only be found in God 
‘lone, and this is what the show 
‘all about 

Aytiownt believed that wis- 
om cay be manifested in eiffer 


wacom en cars by Abs 
ent ways. Wisdom fo rule seth 
justice, wisdom to discern goed 
from bad, wisdam as a principal 
thing, wisdom for understand- 
‘ng, wisdom for knowles, wis 
dom for life, wisdom to benefit 
{rom people among others 
‘Tohhinn. this wisdom is not de- 
{ined in any other way than in 
Ged. Although many look for it 
Ino wrong place bat if one seek 
ttthroush God, he will gt it. He 
believes that anyone who walks 
in the wistlom of God. will not 
stumble. According to him. how 
‘oretain Golly wisdom isby pro 
tecting it av abstain from evil 
_Ayibjomu believes that when 
God réfenses wisdom into the 
‘heart of men it will certain ae 
‘complish its purpose Itleads to 
‘any individual progress or back 
cardness 1p nutshell, the artist 
isprojecting through hisart that 
‘wisdom is ane of the highest 


‘The Lagos state born Ayibio- 
‘wu beliowes that the arts cannot 
flourish in Nigeria when young: 
er artists who will be masters 
tomorrow are leaving the profes- 
sion due to high cost of produc 
tion and other challenges such 
as getting goo accommodation 
and sectaring space for thelr st 
¢ios and poor patronage. 

‘To adress this, the artist has 
opened a nongovernmental of 
ganisation where he wants any 
artist who feels challenged to 
‘come and learn other vocations 
Explaining what led to the prof 
lect the artist sald that ft was i 
splred by his recent interaction 
veith many artists th Lagos, To 

ang artist roam 
about town every Sear without 
1 permanent studio to werk in 
‘or gallery to show their pieces 
‘hurts him, 


WEEE Saturday, Aprils ts the 
deadline for the applications for 
the Center for Art and Urbants 
ties in Bertin, the cultural office 
of Local Government in Berlin, 
and Goothe Institut Lagos Art. 
{stn Residence Programme. 
‘The three month residency 
{invites visual artists interested 
{in crosedisciplinary theory and 
‘practice dealing with “the city” 
to submit applications. Artists 
‘should be working professional- 
ly inthe flelds and have a broad 
‘ange of prajects and exhibition 
‘experience, The residency sees 
{tself as a platform for interis 
ciplinary artistic and caratorial 


Goethe, Berlin artist's residency 
invites application 


activities dealing with the phe- 
poenen of the “ity” in an in 
ternational perspective. 

‘Airfare to and from Berlin, ac- 
‘commodation, monthly stipend 
‘and production budget, curato- 
ral assistance will be provided. 


MOOC hosts capacity training 


on culture 


WEES Culture is always. in 
‘transition and so fs working in 
culture, New ways of funding, 
ome up, the audiences keep 
changing and the digital trans- 
formation poses a challenge 10 
‘theatres, museums and other 
cultural institutions. 

AS part of efforts towaris 


bridging this eaps, Tate Modern 
Gallery London will host open 
online training course on cule 
‘ure management. 

Billed to open from Thursday 
April 14 through July 14, the 
panel to be moderated by Chris 
Deron, Director af Tate Modern. 
Gallery London has Managing 
the Arte: Cultural Organizations 
{in Transition, as the theme, 

Foousing on challenges. for 
ccaltural managers around the 
‘world, che course will help par 
tHetpants acquire management 
skills and gain direct insights 
{nto four arts organisations and 
share thelr Wdeas with an inter 
national Jearning community 
andoobtain a certificate 


Swedish academy condemns Rushdie 
death warrant 27 years later 


MBBS The Swedish Academy 
which selects the winners. of 
the Nobel prize in literature, has 
condemned an Iranian death 
‘warrant against British writer 
‘Salman Rushalie. 27 years efter it 
vas pronosinoed 

‘Two members quit the acad- 
‘emy in 1069 afier it refused to 
condemn Ayatollah —Rubotia 
Khomeint's fatwa, oF religious 
‘edict, against Rushdle for alleg 
edly blaspheming Islam in tis 
book The Satanic Verses, Ci 
{ng its code against polltica in 
volvement, the seademy issues a 
statement Gefending free expres 
sion but without explicitly sup 
‘porting Rasbeie, 

However. Inastatement pasted 
fem forthe fire tine denounced 
the fatwa and reward money 
for Rushdie's death as “agrant 
breaches of international law” 

Itdidn't specify shat prompt 


ed ite change of heart but clled 
staterun Iyankaa media out 
Jets’ recent decision to raise the 
‘bounty by 60,00, 

“The feet thatthe death sen- 
tence has been passed as yaa. 
ishment for a work of terature 
alo implies a serious violation 
ff free speech.” she academy 
said, adding thet Ierature muust 
be free from political control 

Rushdie responted on Twitter 
saving “Tywoula ike to thank the 
Swetish Academy Iam extreme 
2p grateful for its statement.” 


THURSDAY , NOVEMBER 25, 2008 


Wisdom in the 


SINCE the beginning of this world, 
the argument over wisdom and 
knowledge has been one of the most 
enduring. While some schools of 
thought hold that knowledge is the 
most essential thing others argue on 
the contrary 

Though Ayibiown Olusola David 
may not have no inclination to such 
Philosophies the ttle of his recent solo 
extibition, Wisdom, held at in City 
Mall, Onikan, Lagos somehow marks 

Ayibiowu wants viewers 10 sce 
wisdom as God's gift, With bold 
massively slashed-through images, 
loud colours the young studio artist 
served his own notion of wisdom. With 
his imagery it becomes clear that 
wisdom is a labyrinth of colour 
dialogues, 

But it is not like the artist does not 
have his articulated ideas about the 
Word. For instance, interpreting 
Wisdom, the theme of his exhibition, 
he explained it as fellows. W for wise: 
We need to be wise by asking God for 
wisdom and the ability to apply the 
wisdom in a correct manner “Because 
God uses the foolisimness of this world 
to confound the wise” And also he who 
walks with the wise will be wise, but 
the compassion of the fools will be 
eventually destroyed. I for insight: The 
word insight helps someone to see onto 
the next level or the true nature of what 
‘one ought (o do by the spirit of God, § 
for seli control, This makes you to be 
able to keep yourself under control in 
not getti ly angry or lose your 
temper. D for discreet. It allows and 
enable you to have the ability of being 
Careful or showing good judgment in 
Mhar yyou say. O for optimism, It 

Lstves “positive. taking, hope, 
Expectation of the boot, and vonfutenes 
ty/Succced in all things. M- for 
editation, The word meditation makes 
fou (0 ruminate on what to do. how to 

/40 and proceed with what you have 
with the help of God. 

However, after looking at Ayibiowu, 
coldurful painting. there is no doubi 
that he is a fine artist. Again, his 
evidence of faith seems written in all 
his works, He is an artist but wants to 
preserve his Christian faith first. This 
is why the themes of his works is very 
fundamental. For while unlike many 
artist he wants to put it out that true 
wisdom can only be found in God alone. 
To do this is what he has set up. These 
are some of the first thing that will 


Olusola 


Wisdom by Ousola 
Emmanuel Agozine 


attract any person to his works 
‘Answering question ‘on how one cas 
acquire this wisdom, he said Wit Is 
Simple. That people’ should listen to 
God, Take away thelr hands from what 
is cvil and follow the path of 
ighteousiess. AN these ate ale to led 
one discover true wisdom of God 
‘Although his has never been cass, he 
narrated that being 2 full tine studio is 
fudream he had cherished even while 
Sall very young, According to him there 
where a lot of obstacles that would 
have distracted him. For instance, he 
never had the opportunity to study att 
ay a coures tn sehen 1 
years in the school are 4ouehe 
‘were om other related fields. But 
because of his strong will 
destine for carcer, he 


continued 
pushing on. He specifically narrated 


the experiences during his stay. with 
Cousin. ‘The Cousin could. but 
Understand his passion. It was 
Observing these and with 3 certain 
conviction that his cousin felt that itis 
time to help him make 4 choice. It 

from there that he was. recommended 
to work with Karounwi of Universal 
Studio, National Arts Theater . He also 
mentioned the support of his mother 
‘According to hints when the mother 


eyes of Ayibiowu 


Word sa markt place by Olusoa 


discovered his talent, she weat to the 
market and buy the first art-material 

The was 3 ¥ 
ment te him, Apart from that 
it Was Very obvious to the exient that 
his mother also encouraged him by 
buying art equipments and materials 
for his works 

Wisdom can be manifested in 
different ways. Wisdom to rule with 
justice. Wisdom todiscern good from had. 
Wisdom as a principal thing, Wisdom with 
Understanding. Wisdom with knowled! 
Wisdom with great application. Wisdom 
also has some g fits lik 
{you an iatelligent, i gives you 
Quality, [tcan also help you acquire health 
and be able to live I 


ey hough wainy 
Tbk for it any where hut if sou eck 


through God, you will get it. If you wath 
fn the wisdom of God you wil aot stunt 
How Tovretsin Godly wisdom tsb: 
protecting it and abstain from evil 
Because it is evil and sin that 4s the 
obstacle of true wisdom 

Avbibiowu believes th 
es wisdom into the heart of 
certainly accomplish a purpose. It 
could lead any individual prosre 
backwardness. In a nutshell, ts proje 
through his art diat wisdom ts the one of 
the highest call 


Archaeologists uncovers Sixth 
Dynasty Queen of Egypt 
ARCHAFOLOGISTS 
Snqgara south of Caito ave 

uncovered a small. pyeai 
believed to be that of the Sieth 
Dynasty Queen Sesheshet 
The find brings to 118 the coral 
number of pyramids discovered in 
g)Pt. According to sources, the 
yfamid measures five meters in 
eight although the tap part i> 
Missing. But expects cloim it 
iy fase i'm witha square 

iid sidessstoping at an anil 
Of SI degrees. se ne 
Its believed to date back 4.300 
years to the dynasty founded by 
Teti. son of Seshesher 

Sagqara is best knowa for Egypt's 
first large-scale stone monument 
the step pyramid of King Djose 
which was built around 2650 BC 
Other tecent finds at the sive 
include tombs and wooden coftins 


digging at 


HOUSE of Humour and Satire, 
Gabrova, Bulgaria 

We are pleased to inform you that on 
May 16th , 2009 the Museum House 
of Humour and Satire in Gabrovo, 
Bulgaria will insugurate the 19th 
Intemational Biensial of Humour and 
Satire in the Arts. The Biennial 
exhibition fas six categories: cartoons, 
graphics and drawings, paintiags, 
sculpture. photographs and poster: 
‘These are open to humour artist from 
the world ever without entey fee, but 
with all the freedom of yechmique. The 
competition subject matter is The 
World lasts beeause it lazehs, the 
deadline for entries ix March 1st 


2009. 
‘Two shows: Mireille 
Loup, Botto e Bruno 


GALERIE Magda Danysz, Paris, 
France 

‘Two shows holds this month at the 
Gallery Magda: Danysz in Parisare 
‘on view from Novermber 10 through 
December 6, 2008. Since its 
creation in 1980, the month of 
photography has strongly 
contributed to earning Paris the 
status of photography capital. This 
event is the opportunity for the 
Magda Danysz Gallery to present 


All about Beautifully Crafted pots and Loveth Orhonor’s passion 


POTS are highly functional art pieces. 
Creative, hand-made pottery is often a spectacle 
to watch, This sums up the source of Loveth 
Orhonor's passion for collecting unique pots 
The pottery promoter opened a peep into her 
marvelous collection penultimate. Saturday at 


Didi Museum, Victoria Island, Lagos 
Orhonor's collection are nol only 1 


for their beauty her keenness to source and 
keep almost extinct pieces of pottery but for her 
attachment to the works, The one week exhibition 
entitled, Beautifully Crafted is significant in 
many fespect expecially for it being 

consolidation of a similar show she had held 


iths earlier. 


Throwing more light on the on the cureent 
very show establishes her commitment to the 
wots and the challenges she faces in sourcing 

paris of the world. "In our 
previous exbibitions, we bad talked about the 
Prquisite, exotic and unique nature of the pots 


hiow as well as the past exhibition, 


thie pots from sever 


‘designs, we have in this part of the 


fan 
We talked about the p 
owe into the production of the pots. We 


staking diligence tha 


Emmanuel Agozino, 


about the search for 
materials used that has det 
sourees, the logistics in bringing 


nd quali 


but the desire to continue 
pottery of high quality, She noted 
of the challenges persist. But her 
make a-mark sn this ich artis hy 
going 

‘Again on the current exbit 
The reason f0 
the season we are coming into. € 
round the comer ani the season 
‘ving. The beat gift ave those tl 
memorial hat Last beyond the s 
hey ate given. Th 
to prosent to eve 


ble 


nt 


ve cha 

the Al 

wee 
cual 
i 


of excellenc 


world, 


sees her collection as a ep 


talked jistory and civilizations, 


1 Togo. The same hurdles pe 


this particular exbubition 1s 


ty why we have 


ty of naw 
mined the 
then fran 


that some 
passtan to 
at keeps her 
. she said, 
Taristmas is 
for gift and 
ion in whieh 
lected 
npn these 
pots and 
ican spirit 
xpressedl 
je ponte als 
‘of several 


-tjoaaratoe pt Uy Honayeorty 


2 solo shows = the talented photo 
‘and video artist Mireille Loup and 
the polyvalent italian duo Bots ¢ 
Bruno. Mireille Loup’s latest work 
for the first time, including the 
Night Time or Lost boys series, as 
Well as a part of her MEM (read= 
only memory) project, Botte ¢ 
Bruno are just hack fram the 
Chteav dBau, where they 
presented a giant panoramic 
hotograph at the Printemps de 
Uemptemibre in Toulouse, - Read 


Indepth Article at http.) 
wiwinabsatatearis,com 
Call for entries: 


YOUR best way to maximise your 
arn exposure otine Tae Premiere 
‘Reuse Forttoio Keraow’erTored 
ais hat are uncrely ire 
Treacuively. promoting. eit att 
nhsolucartevor provkdas the 
Highent guaity vemoe'= nn exclusive 
group of ACUiATs WHTL be included to 
Senge world wide prestige, aly a 
feat aye Tot to sigh 


